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Colder-Snow 


BH Boosts Shooting Reward Fund $1,000 


The Benlon Harbor city commission last night voted to allocate 


$1,000 to a reward fund for information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of a man who shot Benton Harbor Del. Thomas 
Sehadler last Thursday. 


The reward fund was started last Friday with a $500 anonymous 


donation, and currently stands at $1,560. 


Del. Lt. Alfred Edwards, of Benton Harbor police, this morning 


•>aid the tips are "coming in good." and added he was "satisfied 
*ith the tips coming in." He added that police are "getting good 
help from the public." 


The assailant, however, has not yet been located. 
The commission's reward allocation was not approved without a 


heated discussion, though. Voting for the motion, proposed by 
Commissioner Joseph Flaugh after a suggestion by Mayor Charles 
Joseph, were Commissioners Flaugh, Bonita Branscumb, Edward 
Eaman, Virgil May, Winston Minott, Edward Merrill, and Joseph. 


Voting against the motion were Commissioners Carl Brown and 


Charles Yarbrough, 


Brown and Yarbrough tried unsuccessfully to table the alloca- 


tion motion. 


Referring to Sehadler, Brown said "This isn't the first person 


that's been shot" in Benton Harbor, and said he wanted a con- 
tinuing reward established for tips leading to the arrest and con- 
viction of anyone assaulting another person with a gun. 


Brown said he and the commission valued everyone's life, which 


was the reason he wanted an across-the-board type policy es- 
tablished. 


City Atty. Samuel Henderson pointed out that many of the gun 


assaults in Benton Harbor involve family feuds, and Joseph added 


the Sehadler case took particular significance since it was a police 
officer who was assaulted. 


Joseph said Brown's suggestion could be discussed with the 


finance committee after consultations with Henderson and Police 
Chief Andrew Rodez. 


Sehadler was shot four times in the head and twice in the neck 


while in downtown Benton Harbor Christmas shopping last 
Thursday. A motive for the shooting has not been definitely es- 
tablished. 


Area Traffic 
Smashups 
Claim Three 


Two Niles area residents and 


a Chicago 
woman died in 


separate traffic accidents in 
Berrien and Cass counties yes- 
terday. 


The 
victims 
were 
Mrs. 


William (Goldie Marie) New- 
som, 68, of 3975 West Bertrand 
road, Niles; Joseph G. Hajdu, 
55, of 413 Cedar street, Niles; 
and Mrs. James 
(Corrine) 


Mister, 27, Chicago. 


Seriously injured in the ac- 


cident which claimed the life of 


SAN 
CLEMENTE, 
Calif. 


(AP) — President Nixon is 
vacationing here today after an 
unannounced 
commercial 


airliner 
flight 
that 
caught 


newsmen 
by surprise 
and 


thrilled fellow passengers. 


The President secretly board- 


ed United Air Lines Flight 55 
before other passengers Wed- 
nesday at Washington's Dulles 
International Airport. He took a 
seat in the first class section, 
surrounded by Secret Service 
agents. During the flight to Los 
Angeles en route to the Western 
White House at San Clemente, 
Calif., he strolled the aisles of 
the plane, talking to passengers 
and signing autographs. 


Asst. 
White House press 


secretary Gerald Warren, who 
didn't announce the President's 
departure to newsmen until 
after the flight was airborne, 
said Nixon took a commercial 
flight "to set an example for the 
American public" during the 


energy crisis. 


Warren said the trip was kept 


secret for security reasons. 


On 
previous 
trip's 
from 


Washington to the Western 
White House, the presidential 
entourage has used two govern- 
ment-owned Boeing 707s. The 
707s and helicopters used to 
ferry the presidential party to 
and from airports consumed 
some 58,000 gallons of jet fuel at 
a round-trip cost to the govern- 
ment of up to 811,600, by White 
House estimates. 


Tina Myers, 16, of San Diego, 


Calif., said she awoke from a 
sleep in the tourist section and 
saw the President walking down 
the aisle. 


"It just shocked me," she 


said. 


She had been writing a letter 


to her boyfriend and asked 
Nixon to sign it or "he'd never 
believe" that the President was 
on her flight. Nixon was happy 
to sign the letter, she said. 


"I saw his wife pass," said 


Mrs. Merle Fleming of Tulsa, 
Okla..'"Isn't that Pat?' I asked 
the stewardess. She said yes. I 
couldn't believe it." 


Julie Giikey, 19, of Fairfax, 


Va., 
a 
sophomore 
at 
the 


University of Oregon, said she 
had been worried during takeoff 
that something was amiss 
because a security guard, had 
grabbed her roughly as she 
boarded and asked to see her 
ticket. 


She told newsmen here that 


when she met Nixon "1 told 
him, 'I'm glad it's you and not a 
bomb.'" 


, She added, "I was glad to see 
him because I voted for him and 
I'm for him all the way. 


The presidential party of 25 


was among 132 passengers 
aboard the three-engine DC10 
The plane can carry 222 pas- 


(See back page, sec. 1, cot. 5) 


Nixon's Trip On Commercial 
Aircraft Saves Tons Of Fuel 


WASHINGTON (AP) - President Nixon's 


trip lo California by commercial airliner 
Wednesday night saved the nation's fuel 
supply up to 10,000 gallons for his primary jet 
alone. 


According to figures provided by the White 


House, the President's personal jetliner, 
"The Spirit of "76," consumes between 9,000 
and 10,000 gallons of fuel on a one-way 
transcontinental flight. 


In addition, a nearly identical backup 


aircraft and a commercially chartered press 
plane customarily flown on long-distance 
presidential trips were not used, increasing 
the fuel savings. 


And, when Nixon's parly arrived at Los 


Angeles International Airport, it was ferried 
lo the President's San Clemente, Calif., es- 


tate by automobile rather than helicopter. 


However, a terminal area at the Los An- 


geles airport used by the United Air Lines 
DC10 carrying the President was kept open 
beyond the 3 p.m. PST closing time that had 
been instituted as an energy-saving measure, 
a United spokesman said. 


Nixon paid out of his own pocket the one- 


way, first-class tickets costing $217.64 each 
for himself, his wife Pat and daughter Tricia 
Nixon Cox. 


The federal treasury 
paid for nine 


members of his party at the first-class rate 
and bought coach tickets at $167.64 apiece for 
13 others. The total government-paid fare of 
$4138 about equals the one-way fueling cos! 
of the primary and back-up presidential 
planes. 


53 


Auto Deaths 


In Berrien 
County In 


1973 


PRESIDENT HOLDS YOUNGSTER: President Nixon enroute to Los Angeles 
aboard a commercial DC-10 Wednesday, holds youngster Edward Hapgood who 
is traveling with his parents to Tokyo. The President surprised passengers who 
didn't know he was aboard until he strolled through the plane. The President 
flew commercially to set an example during the energy crisis. (AP Wirephoto) 
e 


President Surprises 
Fellow Air Travelers 


Mrs. Newsom was Gary Sheets, 
19, of 3975 West Bertrand road, 
Niles. He was listed in fair con- 
dition this morning in the in- 
tensive care unit at Pawating 
hospital, Niles. 


Mrs. 
Newsom and 
Mrs. 


Mister were killed in accidents 
in Berrien county. Hajdu died in 
a Cass county mishap. 


State police at Niles said Mrs. 


Newsom was fatally injured 
when the car she was driving 


MRS. WILLIAM NEWSOM 


Traffic victim 


Standby 
Ration 
System! 


WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
- 


Federal Energy Chief William 
L. Simon announced today es- 
tablishment of a stand-by sys- 
tem for gasoline rationing but 
said he still believes its actual 
use can be avoided. 


Simon said he has ordered the 


Bureau 
of 
Engraving 
and 


Printing to begin printing a 
three-month supply of gasoline 
ration coupons, just in case they 
are needed, and has directed his 
staff to make contact with state 
governments concerning ration- 
ing preparations. 


He said the system would not 


be ready for operation until 
March 1 at the earliest and that 
trends in gasoline supply and 
demand over the next six weeks 
would determine whether ra- 
tioning is really needed. 
(See earlier story on page 21) 


Correction: Terry's Save 20 to 
50 
on our storewide clearance. 


Adv. 


Rent snomhle. P. Paw Lake 
Golf. Adv. 


NOTICE TO NP-HP CLAS- 
SIFIED ADVERTISERS: Due to 
the Holidays, (he deadline for 
regular classified ads has been 
advanced from 12 noon to 11 
A.M. on December 22, 24 & 31 
only. Adv. 


was struck broadside by a panel 
truck on West Bertrand road, 
Bertrand township, about 3:50 
p.m. Police said the accident 
occurred about a mile from her 
home. Sheets was a passenger 
in the Newsom auto. 


Mrs. Mister died about one 


hour after the car she was driv- 
ing skidded out of control on the 
Penn Central overpass on 1-94 
near New Buffalo, crashed 
through the guard rail and 
plunged to the tracks below, 
according to state police at New 
Buffalo. 


Cass sheriff's deputies said 


Hajdu died at 8:25 a.m. follow- 
ing a two-car crash at the inter- 
section of Yankee street and 
Dailey road near Edwardsbarg 
in Jefferson township. 


Driver of the second car, 


David L. Collins, 25, route 2, 
Cassopolis, was treated at Lee 
Memorial hospital, Dowagiac, 
and released. 


The deaths raise the traffic 


toll in Berrien county to 53 this 
year, compared to 62 on this 
date last year. 


Cass county traffic count now 


stands at 19 for this year, com- 
pared to 38 deaths on this date a 
year ago. 


Police said Mrs. Newsom was 


westbound on West Bertrand, 
near Orange road, when the left 
wheels dropped off the surfaced 
portion of the roadway. Police 
said the auto then veered back 
across the road, and was struck 
19 


Auto Deaths 


In Cass 


County In 


1973 


broadside in the driver's door 
by the truck. 


Driver of the truck was iden- 


tified as Raymond Caini 44, 
route 1 Galien. He was treated 
at Pawating hospital, Niles, and 
released afterward. 


State police said Mrs. Mister 


was pronounced dead at the 
scene by Dr. John A. Valan- 
tiejus, New Buffalo, deputy 
county medical examiner. 


Police said she apparently 


lost control of her auto on 
slush-covered 1-94, causing the 
vehicle to spin around on the 
roadway, crash into a guardrail, 
and fall to the railroad tracks 
below. 


Troopers said she was thrown 


from the vehicle, which landed 
upside down. 


According to officers, she and 


her husband were returning 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 7) 
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NILES WOMAN DIES: Rural Niles woman, Mrs. William Newsom, 68, West 
Bertrand road, was fatally injured in this car-truck crash in Bertrand township, 
southwest of Niles, yesterday afternoon. Sgt. Charles Tiefenbach, Berrien 
sheriff's Galien substation commander, inspects wreckage of victim's car, hit 
broadside by truck at left. Passenger in car, Gary Sheets, Niles, was seriously 
injured. (Staff photo) 
, 


WHERE CHICAGO WOMAN DIED: New Buffalo city police rescue squad and 
wrecker workers examine wreckage of car in which Mrs. James Mister, 27, 
Chicago, was killed yesterday afternoon. State police said car ran off 1-94 at 
Penn Central railroad overpass near New Buffalo and fell to tracks below. (Don 
Whener photo) 
Judge Byrns, George Miller 
Treated For Chest Pains 


Berrien Circuit Judge Chester 


J. Byrns was reported in fair 
condition this morning in the 
intensive care unit at Memorial 
hospital in St. Joseph where he 
was admitted Christmas day for 
observation of chest pains 


Also reported in fair condition 


in the intensive care unit at 
Memorial hospital is George 
Miller, Jr. who was admitted 
yesterday suffering from chest 


pains. Miller is president of the 
road contractor firm of George 
Miller & Sons, Inc. of St. 
Joseph. 


Visitors for both Byrns and 


Miller are restricted to the im- 
mediate family 


Byrns had planned to attend 


his mother's funeral today in 
New York but doctors said he is 
expected to be laid up for 
several weeks. Byrns was also 


admitted to the hospital in 1967 
after 
complaining of chest 


pains. 


The judge. 51. has sat on the 


Berrien circuit court bench 
since 1967 and was reelected to a 
second six-year lerm in 1972 
Prior to his election lo the 
bench, he was in private law 
practice in the Twin Cities He 
is currently presiding judge in 
Berrien circuit court. 


Dark, Dark Mornings For Michigan 


EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) - A Michigan State Univer- 


sity astronomer says the sun will rise after 9 a.m. for three 
months of the year in some parts of the slate under Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time. 


Federal energy conservation legislation puts the nation on 


DST Jan. 6 lo save energy. 


Robert Victor, slaff astronomer at Abrams Planetarium on 


the campus, sent Gov. William Milliken his figures on 
Michigan sunrises Wednesday. He said he put no comments of 


his own in the letler, preferring lo lei the figures sprak for 
themselves. 


According to Victor, the sun will rise after 9 a in in western 


Michigan for three months out of ihe year and fur two months 
of the year in eastern Michigan 


Victor's figures also indicate Mi< hiKmi si hoiilchihlrm would 


jy> lo school In the dark from October ihroush April in part nl 
the state. 
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'Needs A Complete Overhaul!' 
Bruce Biossat 


Social Security Taxes Up 
-And That's The 'System' 


The new year will bring major 


changes for the 29 million Americans 
who receive Social Security benefits 
and the millions of taxpayers who 
support the system. But while an 
increase in benefits is not scheduled to 
go into effect until mid-1974, taxpayers 
will start feeling the pinch immedia- 
tely. Starting Tuesday, Jan. 1, the 
present payroll tax rate of ,5.85 per cent 
will be applied to the first $12,600 of 
annual wages or salary instead of the 
present $10,800. This change will raise 
the maximum tax payable by any one 
employee from $631.80 to $737.10 a 
year. 


Legislation awaiting final action by 


Congress would broaden the wage base 
subject to taxation even further, to 
$13,200 in 1974, and thereby raise the 
maximum tax paid by an employee to 
$772.20. Both the House and Senate 
bills provide for an 11 per cent 
increase in Social Security benefits 
next year, superseding a 5.9 per cent 
increase already scheduled under 
legislation signed by President Nixon 
oh July 9, 1973. 
"According to Caspar Weinberger, 
Secretary of Health, Education and 
Welfare, more than one-half of the na- 
tion's taxpayers this year will, for the 
fkst time, pay more in Social Security 
taxes than in federal income taxes. 
For example, a married man with two 
children earning $5,000 in 1973 will owe 
$102 in federal income tax if he does 
not itemize deductions, but will pay 
$292.50 for Social Security. The same 
individual earning $7,080 in 1973 will 
have an income tax liability of $414 but 
will pay $414.18 in Social Security. 
•The facts bear out a prophecy made 
by, an 
Associated 
Press 
study 


published in the summer of 1971. The 
AP predicted then that proposals 
pending before Congress would mean 
that "For some low and moderate-in- 
come families the payroll tax by 1977 


could be a burden comparable to, or 
even greater than, the income tax." 


Just as Michigan's late, great U.S. 


Senator Arthur Vandenberg feared, 
the Social Security system has come 
full cycle. Instead of being an equita- 
ble, guaranteed pension system, it is a 
political football — a bottomless 
treasury chest for vote-buying poli- 
ticians. 


There is no funding to guarantee fu- 


ture benefits — only the willingness of 
future taxpayers to pay year by year 
the burden politicians lay on them. 


There is no relationship between 


what is paid in and what is paid out. 
Minor contributors get nearly as much 
as major contributors, making the 
system simply another graduated in- 
come tax. Moreover, almost no one 
who pays in regularly will get what he 


. should. As early as 1969, it was es- 


timated by statisticians that a person 
entering the work force at age 22 and 
paying payroll taxes to age 65, would 
have paid for his benefits twice what 
he could have bought privately. 


There's nothing wrong with a social 


security system that forces everyone 
to protect himself (and society) 
against improvidence or misfortune. 
But there's plenty wrong with forcing 
workers to slave for non-workers. And 
there's plenty wrong with a system 
that, in reality, guarantees nothing. A 
system that could be'shut down over- 
night by a change of thinking in 
Congress. 


Social Security should be taken out 


of politics. Government might well 
require everyone to buy pension funds 
— but from funded private plans, 
federally insured. That would provide 
both the security guarantee and equity 
now so woefully lacking. 


Most of all, it would remove the in- 


centive for congressmen to play Santa 
Claus by distributing "gifts" stripped 
from the hides of tax-paying workers. 


State Loses A 
Great Citizen 


Funeral services were held in St. 


Ignace last Saturday for a man who 
exemplified public service in the true 
sense of the term and not as a 
euphemism for holding a political job. 


He was Prentiss M. Brown, the 


Upper Peninsula's greatest contribu- 
tion to Michigan since the copper 
mines ran out. 


Born 84 years ago in St. Ignace, 


Brown- trained in the law and in pur- 
suing the profession served for 12 
years as Mackinac county's prosecut- 
ing attorney. 


^He was elected to Congress in the 


1932 Democratic landslide. Four years 
later he gained election to the Senate. 


•Homer Ferguson who had gained 


prominence as a one-man grand juror 
investigating the rackets in Detroit 
unseated Brown in the 1942 elections. 


He became director of the OPA, the 


World War II version of rationing and 
price control, in 1943, but left a year 
later to become board chairman and 
chief executive of the Detroit Edison 
Company. 


Before retiring from Edison in 1954 


he;had been working on the financing 
plans for the Mackinac bridge and as 
soon 
as 
he 
left 
Detroit, Soapy 


Williams, then Governor, appointed 
him chairman of the Mackinac Bridge 
Authority. 


The idea of bridging the Straits was 


not universally acclaimed. 


•Sentimentalists hated the thought of 


immobilizing the ferry boats. 


-Conservationists predicted a fast 
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crossing to the Upper Peninsula would 
denude the territory of fish and game 
within one season. 


The State Highway Department did 


not relish the thought of an indepen- 
dent legal entity, running a major link 
in the state's transportation system. 


The 
money people entertained 


serious doubt as to the ability of traffic 
tolls to pay off a hundred million or 
more in revenue bonds. 


Anyone of lesser stature than Brown 


would have failed to bring the project 
to a successful conclusion. 


The Mighty Mac opened for traffic in 


June, 1957. 


Although it has not pulled the Upper 


Peninsula up by its bootstraps to the 
heights predicted by its sponsors, the 
bridge has played a major role in bet- 
tering the UP's economic picture. 


So successful has Mighty Mac been, 


financially and engineering wise, that 
Brown and the late Murray D. Van 
Wagoner, a former governor and 
highway commissioner, had to fight 
off 
an attempt by the Highway 


Department to take over the bridge. 


The two old line Democrats argued 


that until the Authority paid off the 
last of the bondholders any other 
management of the bridge would be a 
breach of faith with the creditors. 


That point put across, Brown left the 


public arena to enjoy life in his home 
town. 


Though his many friends and ad- 


mirers urged him to keep a finger in 
things, he answered that an older per- 
son staying on can defeat the purpose 
for which he is asked lo remain at the 
helm. It freezes out the possibility, 
actually the need, for younger men to 
gain the experience and background to 
meet the future's demands. 


He was an all round man, the type 


we can use more of. 


They Sleep Soundly 


About half the American people now 


believe there's "something deeply 
wrong" in the country. Where have the 
other half been? 


HIGH POWERED 


LIVING 


Some Candidates 


Driven By Furies 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


BLOSSOMTIME QUEEN 
COMMITTEE NAMED 


- 1 Year Ago - 


Co-chairmen 
of 
Blossom- 


time's central queen's com- 
mittee for 1973 are Richard 
(Bud) 
and Sally Dudas of 


Fairplain and Richard N. and 
Kay Ward of Stevensville. 


Announcement 
was 
made 


today by James Barricklow, 
president of Blossomtime, Inc., 
who said the central queen's 
committee coordinates com- 
munity queen contests and the 
Miss 
Blossomtime 
pageant. 


The committee also is respon- 
sible for planning goodwill 
trips for the queens. 


BRIDAL SHOP OPENS 


IN NEW LOCATION 


— 10 Years Ago — 


Adent's 
Bridal 
Shop will 


celebrate its move to larger 
quarters with a grand opening 
scheduled for Saturday. Owner 
Mrs. Lucille Adent said there 
will be many prizes, including 
a formal. The color scheme of 
the new structure on Niles ave. 
(US-33) near Scottdale is gold 
and pink. "We have the full 
line of wedding attire, includ- 
ing bridesmaid dresses. We 
also have formals and cocktail 
dresses," said Mrs. Adent, 
"and we do custom work on 
formals." 


She added that at .the new 


location the firm has a larger 


line of costume jewelry The 
shop was formerly located on ' 
Niles ave. in the Old Orchard 
Shopping 
Area. 
The 
new 


concrete block building fea- 
tures large picture windows 
and five private fitting rooms. 


YANKS STRIKE BACK 


NEAR MEUSE 
— 2S Years Ago — 


American troops have thrown 


back German armored columns 
that thrust within four miles of 
the Meuse river, and a front 
dispatch 
today 
declared 


doughboys were slowly regain- 
ing the initiative on flanks of 
the German drive into Bel- 


HARRIMAN, N.Y. (NBA) - 


The idea was voiced here in a 
conference of scholars and poli- 
licans that in today's times 
anyone seeking to be president 
of the United States has to be 
almost a man possessed. 


What struck some ol (he 


panelists was the fact that, as 
the presidential race is now run 
it is such an enormous and 
bix.arre ordeal that it can only 
be endured by someone in the 
grip of the furies. 


They had in mind, of course, 


the length of U.S. presidential 
campaigns, the heavy pressures 
of rivalry for the job. the hard 
quest for money made doubly 
difficult by new laws of limita- 
tion and financial disclosure, 
the increasing firepower of cri- 
ticism and the harsh scrutiny 
any candidate must usually en- 
dure 
to win 
major 
party 


nomination and then election to 
the White House. One conferee 
dared to suggest that 
only in- 


dividuals of "aberrant • per- 
sonality" would be moved to 
undertake such a taxing ordeal. 
The thought was clear enough, a 
man would have to be nearly 
irrational in his makeup and 
desires to get involved in the 
quest for the presidency. 


However, presidential scholar 


Thomas Cronin felt that lan- 
guage' was too strong and thus 
misleading. He argued that the 
word "driven" more fairly and 
accurately 
describes 
the 


quality of aggressive stamina 
a serious presidential bidder 
needs in this hard-pushing era. 


In Cronin's view, that defini- 


tion fits sensibly the intense 
desire a dedicated candidate 
must exhibit, without implying 
desire a dedicated candidate 


must exhibit, without implying 
that he must approach tin- 
orders of abnormal human 
behavior. There can be no 
question that then' is wide 
agreement in today's politic:!1 


world that a man's degree uf 
desire for the job is a kc> 
measure of his fitness to maki 
the race. You never go far in 
discussing a particular prospect 
without Having someone ask 
how badly the fellow wants the 
big prize. 


As Cronin sees it, there is 


nothing wrong or abnormal in 
being driven by the presidential 
furies. He would contend thai 
high achievement, willingness, 
to undertake the heaviest and 
most enduring labors, to risk 
criticism and even failure in the 
quest, all demand the driven 
spirit. 


The notion, it is suggested, 


applies to potential maximum 
achievers in any field. It is the 
same for artists, composers, 
writers, searching scientists, 
superior doctors, lawyers and 
businessmen. Those who make 
truly great marks are driven 
people, willing and able to pay a 
high price for scaling 
the 


mountain. Why, then, should it 
not be so for the seeker after 
the highest public office in the 
land, the most powerful post in 
the world? 


This judgment, it seems to 


me, is a much more thoughtful 
one than looking upon the driv- 
ing bidders for the presidency 
as virtual freaks. Through the 
years we may have had some of 
those, some men especially 
who. 
once bitten by the bug, 


could not shake it off even 
though they suffered reverses. 
But their numbers in our his- 
tory have been relatively small. 


THE 
FAMILY LAWYER 


The Mississippi River flows from 


Lake Itasca, Minnesota, to the Gulf of 
Mexico. Along the way, branching 
tributaries feed it water from 31 
states and two Canadian provinces, 
the National Geographic Society says. 


Payment In Full 


Suppose somebody owes you 


money. 
According to your 


figures, the amount is $300. But 
the debtor insists that the 
amount is only $200. One day 
you receive a check from him 
for $200. On the back he has 
written the words: "PAYMENT 
IN FULL." 


Should you cash the check and 


take a chance on collecting the 
extra $100 later on? It is tempt- 
ing to do just that. 


The trouble is that if you cash 


the check as is, the law will 
probably consider the whole 
debt wiped out. The debtor has 
made you a legal offer to settle 
up for a total of $200. By cashing 
the check you are accepting his 
offer and agreeing to a final 
settlement at that figure. 


True, with the $200 check in 


your hands, you might 
be 


reluctant indeed to let it go. One 
man in this predicament tried to 
steer a middle course. He 
erased the word "FULL" and 
Train Owner 
Has A Deal 
For Nixon 


DENVER (AP) — Dick 


McKinley of Denver is trying to 
sell his five-car passenger train 
and locomotive to President 
Nixon 


"II would make an ideal 


presidential 
train," 
said 


McKinley, 43, who wrote to 
Gen. Alexander Haig, Nixon's 
chief of staff. 


McKinley bought the old Ne- 


braska Zephyr three years ago 
and has been trying to sell il 
since October. When railroads 
in Colorado refused to allow 
him to use their tracks for pas- 
senger service and for a ski 
irain, McKinley reluctantly 
hung an $80,000 price tag on the 
irain. 


"My 
train 
is 
perfect," 


McKinley explained. "The cars 
don't come apart, so you 
wouldn't have to worry about 
security. And there could be 
separate cars for offices, sleep- 
ing quarters, dining, the Sccrcl 
Service and the press." 


substituted the word "PART," 
then cashed the check. 


However, his strategy did not 


work. A court held later that he 
had no claim to any more 
money. The court said he had no 
authority, on his own, to alter 
the terms of the defendant's 
offer. 


Another man tried something 


else. 
He 
too 
cashed 
a 


PAYMENT IN FULL check, but 
at the same time wrote the deb- 
tor that he simply was not ac- 
cepting it as a full settlement. 


But again, a court ruled that 


the entire debt was wiped out. 
The court said the man's actions 
in cashing the check spoke 
louder 
than 
his 
words of 


disavowal. 
. Even if you don't cash the 
check but merely hang onto it, 
you might be held to have ac- 
cepted 
the 
debtor's 
offer. 


Silence can mean consent. 


However, that wouldn't hap- 


pen right away. In one qase, a 
creditor kept such a check for 
six weeks before mailing it back 
to the 
debtor. 
The latter 


thereupon insisted that the 
delay had cancelled the entire 
debt 


But a court decided the debt 


was still due and payable. The 
court thought six weeks was not 
an unreasonable time, under the 
circumstances, for the creditor 
to weigh his next move. 


A public service feature of the 
American Bar Association and 
the Slate Bar of Michigan. 
Written by Will Bernard. 


NEW BANK CHIEF 


DETROIT (AP) - C. Boyd 


Slnckmeyer, president of the 
Detroit Hank and Trust, will 
succeed the retiring Raymond 
PcrriiiK as chairman of its 
parent 
corporation, Detroit- 


bank Corp., 
the 
company's 


directors said Wednesday. 


German offensive — 


believed to be powered with 
some 250,000 troops — had sent 
light armored combat teams to 
Celles and Ciriey in a bid to 
reach the Meuse. But dough- 
boys in a Christmas day battle 
rolled them back one to two 
miles, Supreme Headquarters 
disclosed. 


WEATHER MAN BUSY 


— 39 Years Ago — 


The weather man was busy 


today painting 
the holiday 


scene ever more white here in 
the midwest. New snow was 
accompanied 
by 
falling 


temperatures. 


BEGIN WORK ON BRIDGE 


— 49 Years Ago — 


The 
steel 
work 
on 
the 


Hickory Creek bridge will be 
started Tuesday and traffic will 
again be blockaded for a few 
days. 


OUT FOR SEASON 
— 59 Years Ago — 


. The pier light on the north 
pier is closed for the remainder 
of the season. A banked fire is 
being kept for the operation of 
the 
fog signal as 
an ac- 


comodation to local fisherman. 


HOLED UP! 


— 83 Years Ago — 


Mr. Chrest mourns the loss 


of his pet grofind.hog which 
escaped some time ago, and 
probably is holed up for the 
winter. 


RIOTS WORLD 


Eye Toward 


One of the prime conservative 


virtues 
is 
loyalty, loyalty 


perhaps past the point of reason 
and prudence. Still, as the 
White House goes through what 
well might be its final convul- 
sions in the Watergate and other 
matters — the 
appropriate 


background 
music 
adapted 


from 
Richard 
Wagner's 


"Twilight of the Gods" — con- 
servatives 
in Congress 
and 


around the country are casting a 
freshly appraising eye on Vice 
President Gerald Ford. 


Conservatives, in point of fact, 


constitute the hard core of 
President Nixon's 
remaining 


support. At National Review the 
mail continues to run 20-1 
against impeachment or resig- 
nation. In 
Congress, 
while 


grumbling privately, conserva- 
tives continue to hold the line 
for Nixon. 


But it is now true that such 


conservatives are giving serious 
consideration to the Ford op- 
tion. It is being widely noted, for 
example, that Vice President 
Ford, as a matter of fact, ac- 
tually is a conservative, though 
not a doctrainaire. 


In Congress, Ford has voted 


with the Nixon Administration 


1971 t>r NtA, I 


"Of course, you lighted the wrong end of the cigarette, 


Daddy, EITHER end is the wrong end!" 


83 per cent of the time. The 
liberal 
Americans 
for 


Democratic Action approved of 
only 6 per cent of Ford's votes. 
The American Conservative 
Union liked him 68 per cent of 
the time. 


Even more interesting, as 


conservatives begin to see Ford 
as a possible President, are 
some points he made in his tes- 
timony 
before 
the 
House 


Judiciary Committee. Without 
attempting any invasion, he 
said that, he favors three key 
constitutional amendments: 1) 
to prohibit school busing for 
racial balancing; 2) to let the 
states pass on the abortion 
questions; and 3) to permit 
voluntary prayers in public 
schools. 


To conservatives, that sound- 


ed like the voice of common 
sense itself. There is no doublt, 
moreover, that each of these 
positions commands 
public 


support 
that 
may 
be 


overwhelming. And, conserva- 
tives are now saying to one 
another, the Nixon Administra- 
tion has given only platonic 
support, if th,at, to these posi- 
tions. 


Over 
the 
years 
Richard 


Nixon's 
relationship 
to 


American conservatives 
has 


been ambiguous. He may be 
about to pay the price. He was 
not the conservative favorite in 
1960 or 1964. In 1968 he was 
nominated by a center-right 
coalition, with many conserva- 
tives splitting for Reagan. 


From the conservative stand- 


point, Nixon's domestic perfor- 
mance has been a very mixed 
bag. 


It is a sign of the current 


mood that many conservatives 
are saying that Gerald Ford has 
been underrated as a public 
figure. Michigan graduate, Yale 
Law School, service as a naval 
officer in the Pacific; after 1948, 
steady re-election to the House; 
in 1965 he openly challenged 
Charlie 
Hallcck 
for 
the 


Republican 
leadership, 
and 


won; he is quietly knowledgea- 
ble about military and foreign 
affairs, and has long been a 
member of the Military Affairs 
Committee. 
In Congress 
he 


could compromise and nego- 
tiate, but his basic identity has 
never been in question. 


As I hear the message com INK 


from conservatives around (hr 
country it goes like this: Wo 
could do a great deal worse than 
Gerald Ford. 
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Commissioner, 
BH Jaycees Blast 
Paper's Editorial 


A Benton Harbor city com- 


missioner and the president of 
the Benton Harbor Jaycees last 
night blasted an editorial in Sa- 
turday's edition of this news- 
paper which focused on the city 
manager 
and 
police 
chief 


following the shooting of a Ben- 
ton Harbor police detective. 


The editorial noted that both 


City Manager Charles Morrison 
and Police Chief Andrew Rodez 
were out of town this past 


PROMOTED: Alfred Edwards, 
of Benton Harbor police depart- 
ment, has been promoted from 
rank of sergeant to lieutenant. 
He heads Criminal Investigation 
(detective) bureau of depart- 
ment. Edwards joined Benton 
Harbor police in November, 
1956. (Staff photo) 


Weather 
And You 


TRUE OR FALSE?: Men 


adjust 
to 
changes 
in 


temperature much more 
quickly than womea are 
able to. 


It's difficult for you to 


forecast the weather, but 
it's much easier to forecast 
the effect weather will have 
on you. 


In this Saturday's True- 


or-False 
quiz, 
Family 


Weekly contributor John E. 
Gibson spins the weather 
vane and comes up with 
some answers to the part 
the weather plays in how 
you feel and what you do. 


weekend while an intensive 
manhunt was being conducted 
for a gunman who shot Det. 
Thomas Schadler. 
• Both city officials, the edi- 
torial said, were out of the sta- 
te—Morrison visiting relatives 
and Rodez keeping a medical 
appointment. 


Commissioner Carl Brown at 


last night's city commission 
meeting labeled the editorial 
"ill-prepared," and said it was 
based on a "very racist prin- 
ciple." 


"It struck a low-blow at two of 


our top city administrators," 
Brown stated, adding "it (the 
newspaper) doesn't have to tell 
us what our problems are." 


Brown also called this news- 


paper "one of the most racist 
organizations in this area." 


Morgan Hager, speaking for 


the Jaycees, said his organiza- 
tion "basically goes along with 
what Mr. Brown has said, and 
wishes to give a vote of con- 
fidence 
to 
Morrison 
and 


Rodez." 


In another unrelated police 


matter, 
the 
commission 


unanimously voted to apply for 
a $52,274 grant through the 
Michigan Office of Criminal 
Justice to establish a crime 
prevention unit in the police 
department. 


Melvin Farmer, assistant city 


manager, filling in for the ab- 
sent Morrison, said the grant 
request was amended from the 
original figure of $65,000 after 
conferences with Rodez. He said 
the city would pay a 5 per cent 
matching fund if the application 
is granted. 


The program would set up an 


interdepartmental 
analysis 


aimed at improved suppression 
of crime; departmental training 
in crime prevention; and in- 
forming the public on personal 
and property security tech- 
niques. 


In other business, the com- 


mission: 


—Set the salary for the assis- 


tant city attorney at $15,000 per 
year effective Jan. 1. Ally. Carl 
Cooper was hired for the new 
job last summer. 


—Turned over to the finance 


committee a request for the 
city's membership in the Twin 
Cities Area Safety council. 


—Passed a motion calling for 


a storm drain to be installed in 
the 800 block of Territorial road, 
with the federal government 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 7) 


] Two SJ Men Form 


I Insurance Agency 


Formation of an insurance 


agency partnership, effective 
Jan, 1, has been announced by 
Joseph K. Weimann and Frank 
T. Pastrick. both of St. -Joseph. 


JOSEPH K. WEIMANN 


FRANK T. PASTRICK 


The agency will take the name 


of Weimanli-Pastrick Insurance 
agency and will be located at 712 
Midway, St. Joseph. It will offer 
a full line of insurance, includ- 
ing 
auto, 
life, 
health 
an 


homeowners. 


Weimann has operated the 


Joe Weimann Insurance agency 
for the past year at 508 Broad 
street St. Joseph. 


Weimann was with All-State 


insurance 3'2 years before 
opening his own agency. He is a 
graduateot St. Joseph high 
school 
and 
Lake Michigan 


college. 


Pastrick 
held 
several 


management positions over the 
past 4^ years at the Ned Gates 
agency in Benton Harbor. In 
that time he was recognized as 
the 
youngest 
member 
of 


Chevrolet's Society ol Sales 
Executives and was honored by 
inclusion in Chevrolet's Hall of 
Fame. He has been active 
locally in the Optimist club and 
in the United Community Fund 
drive. Pastrick is a graduate of 
St. Joseph Catholic high school 
and attended' Lake Michigan 
college and General Motors ins- 
titute. 


Damaged 
By Fire 


Benlon 
township 
firemen 


reported they extinguished a 
fire Wednesday about 4:54 p.m. 
at the home of Exo Smith. 1892 
Eastland avenue. 


The fire was confined to a 


back porch and did an estimat- 
ed $2,500 damage, firemen said. 
Cause of the fire was undeter- 
mined. 


Agreement Near On Use Of Sewer Line 


The Berrien county board of 


public works (BPW) is two- 
thirds of the way toward gaining 
an agreement that will allow 
operation of the Hickory Creek 
sewer interceptor before a 
damaged section is repaired. 
.The BPW said Wednesday 
that both St. Joseph and Lincoln 
townships have agreed to place 
the seven-mile sewer line in 
operation if this does not cons- 
titute acceptance of the pipe in 


its present condition and if il 
does not alter their legal rights 
The contractpr. Vcrlngton and 
Harris of Benton Harbor, is also 
being asked to consent to the 
line's use under those ler-ms. 


Wednesday was also the last 


BPW meeting for 
Herberl 


Seeder. BPW chairman, whose 
three-year term expires Ihis 
month and was not renewed b.\ 
the county board of commis- 
sioners. Seeder is one of the 


original BPW members, serv- 
ing since 1966. 


As a member of the old county 


board of supervisors. Seeder 
was perhaps more instrumental 
than any other person for the 
establishment of the BPW and 
its program of assisting local 
units 
with 
public 
works 


projects 


The Hickory Creek intercep- 


tor will serve suburbs south of 
St. Joseph, connecting with the 


Twin Cities sewage plant The 
project was completed last Sep- 
tember about four years after 
the contract was awarded but 
engineers found that about 600 
feet of pipe had been flattened 
along Cleveland avenue in the 
Hickory Creek ravine. 


Yesterday, the engineers told 


the BPW that the line has been 
checked and is reads for opera- 
tion despite the damage. 


The BPW has sought to have 


the line put into operation while 
the contractor and the two 
townships iron out who is res- 
ponsible and who is going to pay 
for the damaged section. This 
requires waiving a provision in 
the contract that operation of 
the line means acceptance of its 
completion. 


St .Joseph township indicated 


to the BPW by letter that the 
sewer line can be used if 
waivers are obtained from the 


contractor, if use 
will not 


increase tile cost of repairing 
the system and if grant money 
is not jeopardized. Lincoln 
township submitted a similar 
letter to the board. 


Grant money still due on the 


project is contingent on the line 
being put into operation The 
BPW has about 8267.016 in bills 
that are due plus $267.423 re- 


iser back page. sec. 1, col. I> 


ST. JOSEPH GROWS SOUTH: In 1958 (bottom pho- 
to) south St. Joseph was a sparsely populated area 
with just a few homes and Leco Corp., (top center) 
one of few industries in the area. Even part of South 


taken by this newspaper's flying photographer, 
Adolph Hann, in September of this year vividly 
shows the growth of the area in 15 years. Niles 
avenue has become a business district in its own 


State street was not yet paved. The top photo was 
right, Leco has expanded, churches have been built 


and beautiful homes have been constructed in the 
residential areas. The empty lot at the left-center of 
photo (on South State street) has been purchased by 
the St. Joseph Improvement Assn. for future • 
development. 
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BH May Be Starting Point 


Bus Service To North 
Resort Areas Planned 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - An 


experimental program is ex- 
pected to begin early in 1974 to 
ease the energy crunch by 
providing bus service between 


heavily 
populated 
southern 


Michigan and the resort areas of 
the 
north, 
Gov. 
William 


Milliken said Wednesday. 


Benton Harbor is under con- 


sideration as one of the points of 
origin for trips to the northland. 


The governor said he asked 


the Michigan Tourist Council to 
name a committee to review the 


Ex-Area Resident Injured 
When Blast Levels Office 


ROLAND WILLIAMSON 


Injured in explosion 


INDIANAPOLIS - A former 


resident of Watervliet and Ben- 
ton 
Harbor 
was 
injured 


seriously in an explosion which 
leveled an office building here 
Dec. 19. 


Roland (Joe) Williamson, 33, 


son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oral 


Williamson, 211 Pleasant street, 
Watervliet,-and a 1958 graduate 
of Watervliet high school, was 
reported in fairly good condition 
in Methodist hospital in In- 
dianapolis yesterday. 


His father said Williamson, 


manager of a Benton Harbor 
finance company branch before 
moving 
to 
Indianapolis 
to 


manage a branch there, had 
received a broken back and 
burns about the hands, chest 
and head in the explosion. 


According to the 
father, 


Williamson had crawled from 


the rubble of the one-story 
building after the blast caused 
the walls to collapse and the 
roof to crash downward. 


Four other persons were in 


the building when the blast, 
believed caused by a buildup of 
natural gas fumes, occurred. 
Two women escaped injury. 
Another woman and another 
man were also injured. 


The building housed the Avco 


Finance company branch of 
which 
Williamson 
was 


manager. 


Williamson and his family 


had moved to Indianapolis about 
a year and a half ago from 
Benton Harbor when he joined 
the Avco company. He had been 
manager of the GAC Finance 
company office in Benton Har- 
bor 
before 
going 
to 
In- 


dianapolis. 


alternate routes being con- 
sidered for the bus service. 


"Because this relates to the 


economic livelihood of various 
regions of the state, I want to be 
sure that representatives of 
these regions have an oppor- 
tunity to review the various al- 
ternative routes," Milliken said. 


The stale Highways 
and 


Transportalion Department is 
developing the program, which 
the governor will submit in a 
request for funds to the Upper 
Great Lakes Regional Commis- 
sion early next month. 


The commission this month 


voted to allocate $1 million in 
federal funds for Michigan, 
Minnesota and Wisconsin to 
develop public transportation 
programs 
for 
the 
states' 


northern areas. 


The governor's office said one 


alternative plan would originate 
in 
the 
Southfield area of 


Oakland County. 


Various routes being con- 


sidered would go north from the 
area by way of Clare, Cadillac, 
Traverse City and Petoskey; one 
by way of Flint, West Branch, 
Grayling, Gaylord and Boyne 
City, and one to the eastern 
Upper Peninsula. 


The governor's office said 


areas being considered 
as 


originating points for service up 
the west side of Michigan are 
Benton Harbor, 
Kalamazoo, 


Grand Rapids, Jackson and 
Lansing. 


State Doubling 
Effort 


To Promote Business 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - 


Michigan's economic outlook 
for 1974 is uncertain at best, so 
the Michigan Department of 
Commerce says it will make a 


double 
effort 
to 
promote 


business in the coming year. 


Richard Helmbrecht, Com- 


merce Department 
director, 


said Wednesday his agency is 


gearing up for a major new 
push to encourage business ex- 
pansion in Michigan. 


"Uncertainities of the current 


energy crisis; the continuing 


Buchanan Man Is Charged 
In 'Standoff With Police 


BUCHANAN - Don E. Fields, 40, Range Line 


road, Buchanan, was arrested last night by 
Berrien sheriff's deputies on a charge of assault 
with a deadly weapon in connection with a stan- 
doff between police and an armed man Tuesday 
night. 


Deputy Larry Casto of Galien substation said 


Fields was arrested on a warrant when he 
turned himself in at Buchanan police depart- 
ment. 


According to deputies, the arrest stemmed 


from a four-hour standoff between an armed 
person in the Fields residence and police from 
four departments, during which two volleys of 
four or five shots each were fired from a weapon 
in the house. Casto said shots from the second 
volley kicked up snow in front of his patrol car. 
Police were at the residence to investigate an 
alleged family disturbance. Officers were 
withdrawn From the scene after it was deter- 
mined that a woman and child inside the house 
had not been harmed. 


Funeral Scheduled Friday 
For Allegan Treasurer 


ALLEGAN - Funeral ser- 


vices will be held Friday in 
Holland for James Boyee, 73, 
Allegan county treasurer for 
nearly 26 years, who 
died 


Christinas day in Holland city 
hospital. 


Mr. Boyce had been undergo- 


ing treatment for cancer and 
had suffered a heart attack two 


JAMES BOYCE 


Allrxan treasurer dies 


weeks ago. 


Services are set for 1:30 p.m. 


Friday at the Mulder funeral 
home in Holland. Burial will be 
in the Gibson cemetery Lake- 
town township. 


The county building will be 


closed at noon Friday to allow 
employes to attend the services. 


A native of Chicago, 
Mr. 


Boyce. 
420 Monroe street. 


Allegan. came to Lakctown 
township in the county with Ins 
family at the age of nine. He 
held office as a member of the 
Lakctown board of review and 
as township supervisor for 10 
years prior to his election as 
treasurer in 1948. He had served 
continually since 
then. 
His 


present term would have ex- 
pired in 1976. 


County Clerk Russell Sill said 


appointment of a successor lo 
complete the term would not be 
made until afler Ihe firsl of the 
year. 


Mr. Boycc was a member of 


Central Wesleyan church in 
Holland and active in the Gibson 
Christian Reform chapel 


Oilier affiliations included the 


Michigan Historical Society, 
West Michigan Railroad as- 
sociation, Allegan County Sun- 
day School association, and the 


Michigan Farm Bureau. 


Survivors include his wife, 


Eva, 
a son, James III, of 


Saugatuck; three daughters, 
Mrs. Jack Wilkins of Holland, 
Mrs. 
Francis 
Wilkinson of 


Corona, Calif., and Mrs. Jerry 
Underwood of Ardmore, Okla.; 
one stepdaughter, Mrs. David 
Boyce of Ossineke, Mich.; one 
brother. John, of Cupertino. 
Calif.; 
four 
sisters. 
Mrs 


William Meengs of Sedona. 
Ariz.; Mrs. Robert Prat! Jr., 
Los Altos, Calif.; Mrs. Ben 
Quinn of Cupertino; and Mrs. 
Sue VanderSluis of Ann Arbor. 
Paw Paw 
Man Waives 
Hearing 


PAW PAW - Walter Fred 


Conklin, 24, 213',2 North Niles 
street, Paw Paw, was bound 
over lo Van Buren circuit courl 
In stand trial on a charge of car 
theft after waiving pn'liminar\ 
examination 
yesterday 
in 


Seventh district court here. 


He is charged with having 


stolen a ear in Paw Paw Dee. 13. 


problem of inflation, higher 
food prices, and concern for po- 
tential problems...are causing 
some 
apprehension," 
said 


Helmbrecht. 


The double effort will promote 


advantages of doing business in 
Michigan and provide direct 
business services. 


"We intend to provide action 


in helping firms locate or ex- 
pand here," said Helmbrecht. 


Helmbrecht said his agency 


will focus on consumer protec- 
tion 
through 
regulatory 


bureaus, which include 
the 


Public Service Commission, the 
Financial Institutions Bureau, 
the Insurance Bureau, Ihe Cor- 
poralion and Securilies Bureau, 
Ihe Liquor Conlrol Commission 
and the Cemetery Commission. 


He said the PSC activated a 


new'consumer affairs division 
this year and that the insurance 
commissioner published a con- 
sumer's guide to no-fault au- 
tomobile insurance. 


He said the corporation and 


securities bureau has expanded 
efforts in protecting investors 
from securities fraud. 


"It is essenlial that regulating 


business activity, we do nol 
place undue burdens on firms, 
but maintain proteclion for 
people using Ihe services which 
we regulate," Helmbrecht said. 


Economic experts in stale 


government have predicted an 
economic 
slowdown 
in 


Michigan's economy during the 
first half of next year, because 
of a national decline in auto 
sales and the energy crisis. 


Gerald Miller, a financial ad- 


visor to the governor, predicted 
a mild recession the firsl half of 
nexl year, but maintains il will 
nol affecl Ihe recenl lax cul or 
the stale's general fund budget. 


"The firsl few months of the 


new year should provide us with 
solid 
clues 
as 
to 
what 


Michigan's economy will be like 
during calendar 1974," said 
Helmbracht. 


"Economic 
success 
for 


Michigan in Ihe new year will 
depend greatly on attitudes held 
by business leaders and all the 
citizens of our state." 


Studies issued a year ago 


showed that some businesses 
were moving out of Michigan. A 
poll of businessmen in Michigan 
showed many contended stale 
government provided few in- 
centives to lure new business to 
Michigan or keep industry in 
the state once it locales here. 


FIRST MOVE IN 42 YEARS: After 42 years in the office he entered right out of 
University of Michigan Law School, Atty. Elden W. Butzbaugh, Sr., packs 
Wednesday preparatory to moving. The law firm of which he is senior part- 
ner—Butzbaugh, Page, Butzbaugh and Dewane-moved yesterday from the 
corner of Main and Sixth streets in Benton Harbor to the Law and Title building 
across from the Berrien county courthouse in St. Joseph.(Staff photo) 
Allegan Residents Fighting 
To Keep County Offices 


ALLEGAN — A lawsuit has been filed in 


Allegan county circuit court to block Allegan 
county's government from building a §750,000 
office building for its social services and health 
departments at Dumont lake. 


The suit was filed by a group of Allegan city 


area residents. 


The departments are currently housed in 


buildings within the city and city residents have 
objected in the past to plans to relocate them. 


In the suit, the objectors have asked for an 


injunction to block the project pending an out- 
come ot the litigation. The suit contends that the 
county board, in ordering construction, is 
deliberately avoiding submitting the relocation 


issue to voters. 


The suit also claims the county board has no 


authority to construct a building outside of the 
county seat, which is Allegan city. 


Construction of public buildings at the lake 


site, about five miles outside of the city, would 
result in drainage pollution to the lake and also 
involve expenditures of upwards of 525,000 for a 
water supply, the suit alleges. 


The Allegan city council, in a separate action, 


voted to join with the group of individuals as an 
objector. 


The suit was filed with the court Friday, 


minutes before the four-day Christmas holiday 
began. 


Bainbridge Appeal Board 
Nixes Home Park 


Bainbridge lownship zoning 


board of appeals last night ve- 
loed a proposed SI.2 million 
mobile home park within Ihe 
township. 


Action followed a two-hour 


meeting during which several 
township residenls voiced op- 


posilion lo the proposal. 


The 
board 
blocked 
the 


proposal by denying a request 
for a certificale of approval lo 
conslruct and operate a state 
licensed park of 388 units. 


The board cited the proximity 


to Pipestone Lake, M-140, and 


BH EXPLOSION 
Alert Babysitter 
Evacuates House 


opposition from residents as 
reasons for the denial. 


The 
board 
last 
monlh 


recessed their hearing on the 
proposal to check into ,the 
development's proposed sewage 
system when a question over 
whether effluent from the sys- 
tem would "affect Pipeslone 
Lake. 


The development was being 


proposed by Don W Levy of 
Miller. Indiana, Russell While, 
St. Joseph; and Harold Ructh of 
Hammond, Ind. Involved would 
be the development of 80 acres 
off 
M-140 north of Napier 


avenue, five miles soulh of Wa- 
(crvliet. 


Ex-Local 
Newsman 
Killed 


By Car 
• 


FLINT — Howard W. Holmes, 


33, a former staff writer for this 
newspaper, was killed in a ear- 
pedestrian accident near Flint 
yesterday, according to the 
Gencsec 
county 
sheriff's 


department. 


Officers said he was ap- 


parently hitchhiking on 1-75 
when he walked into a traffic 
lane and was struck by a car 
about 5:25 p.m. 


Funeral 
services are in- 


complete at the Rogers • Liv- 
ingston funeral home in Reed 
City, Mich, where his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hazen Holmes 
reside. 


Mr. 
Holmes 
was 
police 


reporter for this newspaper 
from 1967 until May 22, 1971, 
when he left to study for a 
master's degree in history at 
Brigham 
Young university, 


Provo, Utah. 


While on the newspaper staff, 


he also covered Bcnton township 
governmental affairs. 


Mr. Holmes was known in the 


Twin Cities for his soft-spoken 
demeanor. He also was a tour- 
nament bridge player and was 
active in the Genealogical As- 
sociation 
of 
Southwestern 


Michigan. 


Most recently he was living in 


Salt Lake City, Utah, working as 
a genealogist and restaurant 
cook. 


Mr. Holmes had returned to 


Michigan for Christmas with 
some college students and was 
hitchhiking to Detroit to rejoin 
the group for the trip back to 
Utah, his parents said. 


He 
was 
graduated 
from 


LeRoy, Mich., high school in 
1958 and from Michigan State 
university in 1962 with a degree 
in journalism. 
. 
: 


Holmes worked on the cam- 


pus newspaper for four years as 
a writer and editor and worked 
for one summer on the Big 
Rapids Pioneer. 


He served in the army from 


December 1963 until December 
1966. 


Origin Of 
Lincoln Fire 
Not Known 


Berrien sheriff's deputies 


said today that cause of a fire 
which destroyed a mobile home 
at 604 West John Beers road, 
Stevensville, Christmas eve has 
not yet been determined. 


The fire broke out about 8:40 


p.m. while the occupants, Mr. 
and Mrs. Steven Sink, were 


. away. 


Sheriff's deputies had report- 


ed after the fire that a candle 
WK found stuck to an end table 
where the fire was believed to 
have started. 
A decorative 


kerosene lamp was found over 
it. 


According to the officers, the 


lamp contained some type of 
liquid. A sofa and chair were 
found against the end table, of- 
ficers said. 
Fire Hits 
Dwelling 
In Lincoln 


Fire caused extensive damage 
to 
the 
Constance 
Ashley 


residence, 1272 Venus drive, 
Lincoln township, yesterday, 
according to Lloyd Both, Tri- 
Unit fire chief. Both said fire 
damage was contained to one 
bedroom, but heavy smoke, heat 
and water damaged resulted 
throughout the house. He said 
cause of the 4 p.m. blaze had not 
been determined yet this morn- 
ing. No dollar estimate of the 
fire loss was available, said 
Both. 


A babysitter was credited by 


Benton Harbor firemen with 
alert action when a minor 
explosion on the ground floor set 
fire to a twn-slory home at 464 
McAllister avenue about 3 p.m. 
Wednesday. The fire spread 
quickly and could have cut off 
escape, according to firemen. 


They reported Faye Wilson, 


23. of 184 Garfield avenue, Ben- 
ton Harbor, was babysitting in 
the upper-floor apartment and 
checked immediately when she 
heard a mild explosion in the 
lower nparttncnt. She then took 


her two-year-old girl charge out 
of the house. 


Fire officials stated the blaze 


was caused by a faulty gas 
heater in the lower apartment 
rented to Regina Johnson. 


Two 
children 
were 
with 


Regina Johnson on the ground 
floor at the lime of the blaze. No 
one was reported injured 


Heavy 
fire 
damage 
was 


reported to the lower kitchen 
and a porch along with exten- 
sive heat damage lo the rest of 
the house, 


Van Buren 
New Buffalo's 


Meeting 
Tonight 


PAW PAW — Van Buren 


county board of commissioners 
will meet in special session here 
tonight at 7 o'clock. The meet- 
ing will be held in the commis- 
sion 
room 
in 
the 
county 


courthouse. 


City Council 
To Meet Friday 


NEW BUFFALO - New Buf- 


falo city council is lo meet in 
special session Friday at 7:30 
p. in. in Hie city hull The meet- 
ing 
takes 
the 
place 
of a 


previously scheduled special 
meeting which had to be can- 
celed. 


